THE  THIRD   REPUBLIC

In this hour of peril, France was unfortunately busier about her domestic
politics than foreign affairs. The uprising of the Sixth of February had
united all the parties of the Left in a legitimate fear of violent and re-
actionary fascism. Until that time, the communists and the socialists,
the socialists and the radicals, had rigorously opposed each other. Between
the radicals and the communists, there existed no doctrinal link whatever,
but nothing unites men so successfully as a common enemy. The Sixth of
February welded the three great Left parties into a Popular Front, which
won a brilliant victory at the polls. The hope of the socialists and of
their leader, Leon Blum, a man of good faith, of great culture and of
courage, was to achieve a legal and peaceable social revolution, analo-
gous in its principles and its projects to the American New Deal. To
this there were many obstacles. The 1936 victory had not been a socialist
victory but a victory of the Popular Front, and Le*on Blum had a majority
in the Chamber only if the three parties held together; the communists
wanted to push Leon Blum further and faster than he wanted to go;
the radicals served as a brake, and were assisted in this by the Senate,
which remained more moderate than the Popular Front. Immediately
after the election, the communists organized a series of strikes, which
included the workers* occupation of the factories ('sit-down strikes')
in order to force the Government's hand and win the immediate enact-
ment of a programme which (in Blum's mind) was to extend over the
next four years. Blum informed the communists that he had no inten-
tion of being a Kerensky, adding that if his task was made impossible,
his successor would not be a Lenin. He was able to effect a few useful
reforms, but like all Governments of the Left, ran up against the 'wall
of money'. In September 1936 the franc had to be devalued. When
the Government requested plenary powers (meaning the right to legislate
by decree), the Senate refused them. The old campaigners of radicalism
replaced tie socialists at the helm.

Since March 1936 Hitler had known that he could venture everything;
thenceforward his preparations for war were carried on more openly.
German air power first equalled and then surpassed that of the Allies,
while only such isolated voices as that of Winston Churchill gave warn-
ing of the terrible danger. A civil war had broken out in Spain, in
which Germany and Italy aided the elements tending towards fascism
and tried out new methods of warfare, while France and England sought
refuge in self-deceit by their policy of non-intervention. This policy, re-
pudiated by the communists, had helped to shatter the Popular Front,
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